DRAM 319: Contemporary Irish Drama (Winter 2008)
Seminar Presentation – 15%
Project Goals:  
Seminars are meant to develop research and close-reading skills in the presenters, and to deepen the class’s understanding of the plays. Seminars will also initiate a focused class discussion. 
Expectations:  
Students must prepare their seminars collaboratively with their assigned partner(s), and the aim is to present research, analysis, and arguments to the class, and to generate an insightful and focused class discussion. The presentation portion should last no more than 15 minutes, followed by a facilitated discussion of at least 30 minutes. Whenever possible, draw comparisons between your play, and other plays on the syllabus. Presenters should distribute a one-page handout that summarises the arguments presented, and all research must be cited. Evaluation will be based on the level of analysis presented, the clarity and relevance of the arguments, and the creativity of the presentation.
Students are scheduled to present one of the following types of seminars (see Schedule on website)
Seminar Type A: Cultural context (history, society, politics)

- This type of seminar is meant to deepen our understanding of the way the play operates in the world, by exploring how a social, historical, or political issue operates in the play.
- Keep your focus relatively narrow, and make sure that your discussion continually returns to how that issue operates in the play. Significant passages in the play should be noted, and read out in class.* This is different than the research package assignment, because in this case your discussion will provide a little bit of outside information, but will focus primarily on how the play treats the issue.
Seminar Type B: Dramatic structure: close reading

- This type of seminar is meant to deepen our understanding of the way that plays operate as plays; the focus is on literary, dramatic, or structural issues. 

- Choose a small section of text that you consider significant to the play. This can be anything from a monologue, to a few exchanges in dialogue, to a short scene. It’s up to you to choose the criteria for what is significant, and to justify that significance in the course of your presentation. For example, you may consider the dramatic climax, or an important moment of character revelation, or a scenario that resonates with another play on the syllabus. Discuss why this selection stands out to you, and why it is significant dramatically, e.g.: does it alter the course of a character’s journey, shift the direction of the action, or engage the spectator in a particular way?  In the course of your presentation, read the text out* in class, or ask a few classmates to read it out loud.
* I am keen for presenters to present the text as theatrically as desired (i.e. you can stage it)
