DRAMA 301: Theories of Theatre I

Fall 2008
Performance Analysis (in light of Brecht)
(1800 words*)
Due: Monday Nov 24, 2008 by 3:45pm
20% of final grade
_______________
Assignment
Write an analysis of Craig Walker’s production of Drums in the Night that draws on specific elements of Brecht’s theories to contextualize choices made in the production. Choose a specific theatrical element of the production as your central focus, and discuss how other choices served that particular element.
Details
- Theatrical elements include the arrangement of the theatre space and the audience, the set, properties, costume, makeup, performance style, lighting, music, and staging (arrangement and movement of figures in the space).

- Choose one element that you think is dominant or central to the production.

- Clearly outline how that element was presented in the production, making reference to specific scenes/moments/characters/actions.

- Discuss how this element serves, draws inspiration from, or counters idea(s) put forth by Brecht.

- Include several other theatrical elements in your analysis, discussing how they serve or contrast with what the dominant element communicates, and with Brecht’s ideas.
- You are analysing production choices, and not the play-text itself. This being said, production choices have a close relationship with the play text, so I expect you to discuss how the production relates to the text.

- Take advantage of the handout “Steps Toward a Performance Analysis” to provide you with the vocabulary for the analysis of performance.

- Do NOT attempt to cover every question on the handout! Resist temptation!

Goals
· To centre your focus on production choices, instead of on value-judgements
· To develop your ability to relate concrete aspects of staging to abstract theoretical ideas
· To deepen your understanding of Brecht’s theories
· To practice your ability to see individual production choices as part of an overarching directorial concept.
· To extend your ability to provide clear, specific examples, and analyse how those examples construct meaning for the audience
*Using Times New Roman 12-pt font, double spacing and 1-inch margins, you get approx 340 words/page. Please print on both sides of the page if possible. And come up with a title that reflects your essay! Submit your essay to the drama office.[image: image1.png]
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