DRAM 301 Composition Lesson: Using Quotations

(
1. Grammar of sentence must match grammar of quotation

Not OK:


Brecht argues that “judging works of art by their suitability for the apparatus without ever judging the apparatus by its suitability for the work” (447).

OK:

Brecht condones the general habit of “judging works of art by their suitability for the apparatus without ever judging the apparatus by its suitability for the work” (447).

2. Quotations – especially extended ones – need to be clearly explained. Explanations help to clarify meaning, but they also help to point out exactly what is relevant about the quotation

NOT OK:

Brecht’s central point about the avant-garde is that:

they don’t think of changing the apparatus, because they fancy they have at their disposal an apparatus which will serve up whatever they freely invent, transforming itself spontaneously match their ideas. But in fact they are not free inventors; the apparatus goes on fulfilling its function with or without them…

Brecht also discusses the Verfremdungseffekt as a tool to raise critical consciousness [and so on on on on on on on on on …]

OK:

Brecht’s central point about the avant-garde is that:

they don’t think of changing the apparatus, because they fancy they have at their disposal an apparatus which will serve up whatever they freely invent, transforming itself spontaneously match their ideas. But in fact they are not free inventors; the apparatus goes on fulfilling its function with or without them…

Despite its purported aim to create innovative theatrical forms and experiences, Brecht argues,  

The avant-garde instead ends up supporting society’s institutions as they exist, which leads to little if any social change.


Brecht also discusses the Verfremdungseffekt as a tool to raise critical consciousness [and so on on on on on on on on on …]
